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SUBJECT: RTG DISMISSAL OF TWO LABOR LEADERS FOR POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES 

REF: (A) BANGKOK 00783 (B) BANGKOK 02391 

1 . ACTING IN HIS CAPACITY AS REGISTRAR FOR LABOR UNIONS UNDER 
LABOR RELATIONS ACT OF 1975, RTG DEPARTMENT OF LABOR DIRECTOR 
GENERAL WICHIT SAENGTHONG HAS DISMISSED AMAD KHAMTHETTHONG AND 
SAW AD LUKTOD FROM POSITIONS AS PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF 
STATE RAILWAY OF THAILAND LABOR UNION FOR ALLEGED UNAUTHORIZED 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. CAUSE FOR DISMISSAL WAS ROLE WHICH AMAD 

AND SAWAD PLAYED IN ORGANIZING AND CIRCULATING PETITION REQUEST- 
ING RTG GRANT AMNESTY TO FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF MTROPOLITAN 
WATER WORKS UNION AROM PHONGPHANAGAN AND OTHER DEFENDANTS IN 
THAMMASAT 18 TRIAL (SEE REFTEL A). ACCORDING TO WICHIT, THE 
AMNESTY PETITION WENT BEYOND LIMITS OF LEGITIMATE LABOR UNION 
ACTIVITIES AS SPECIFIED IN LABOR RELATIONS ACT OF 1975 AND ITS 
CIRCULATION TO GENERAL PUBLIC CONSTITUTED UNAUTHORIZED POLITICAL 
ACT. 

2. COMMENT: WICHIT'S JUSTIFICATION FOR DISMISSAL ASIDE, PM 
KRIANGSAK WAS REPORTEDLY VERY UPSET BY AMNESTY PETITION, WHICH 
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HE VIEWED AS UNCALLED-FOR PUBLIC CRITICISM BY LABOR LEADERS OF 
HIS POLICY. DISMISSAL ACTION PRESUMABLY DESIGNED TO PUNISH 
RINGLEADERS AND DEMONSTRATE LIMITS OF NEW RTG'S TOLERANCE. 

LABOR LEADERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN LABOR CONGRESS OF THAILAND, 

ARE ANGRY OVER RTG'S DISMISSAL ACTION, WHICH THEY VIEW AS 
THREAT TO INDEPENDENCE OF ALL LABOR LEADERS. LCT LEADERS PLAN 
TO MEET JANUARY 25 TO PLAN STRATEGY. IF NOTHING ELSE, DIS- 
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MISSAL ACTION MAY END HONEYMOON PERIOD BETWEEN LABOR LEADERS 
AND NEW RTG. RTG ACTED HARSHLY IN DISMISSING AMAD AND SAWAD 
AND THUS RISKS ALIENATION OF FAVORABLY DISPOSED LABOR LEADERS. 

ON OTHER HAND. TIMING OF PETITION DURING SENSITIVE BEHIND THE 
SCENES DISCUSSION ON THAMMASAT 18 CASE MUST HAVE SEEMED 
PARTICULARLY INOPPORTUNE AND PROVOCATIVE TO RTG. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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